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October 2018 
 
 
Dear AnglicareSA Members,  
 
Foster and Kinship Care Week was held last month. It’s a week to raise awareness of foster care 
among the wider community, and also acknowledge and celebrate our amazing foster and kinship 
carers.  Our foster carers make an enormous and invaluable contribution to the lives of vulnerable 
children and young people by welcoming them into their hearts and homes. 

 
We hosted thank you celebrations 
throughout the week for our wonderful 
foster and kinship carers. On Monday 10 
September I attended the Southern Foster 
Care team’s event at the Beachhouse in 
Glenelg.   
 
Over 125 carers and children enjoyed a 
buffet dinner and activities such as dodgem 
cars, mini golf and arcade games.  Shadow 
Minister for Child Protection, Jayne Stinson 
(pictured here with foster carer, Lisa) also 
came along and helped me draw the raffle.   
 
On Saturday 15 September, up to 170 foster 
carers, children and family members came 

along to our drive-in movie event. They enjoyed pizza, face painting, a disco, airbrush tattoos and 
farm animals, followed by a screening of the film Christopher Robin. 
 
The Central Foster Care team were also kept busy during the week, hosting information sessions 
for people interested in learning more about foster care.  We also acknowledged our foster and 
kinship carers with thank you cards and years of service recognition cards. 
 
Thank you to our dedicated and hardworking foster carers; you make a world of difference to 
those children in your care.   
 
And thank-you too to our Out of Home staff.  You make such a difference to the lives of children in 
care and their foster families. 
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Anglicare Australia Awards – congratulations to our winners! 
 

Congratulations to our AnglicareSA winners in the 
annual Anglicare Australia Awards, which were held 
on Monday 17 September in Adelaide. 
 
Jan Stevens, pictured left, won in the Volunteer 
category for her services to foster care.  Jan has been 
a foster carer for the past 15 years, and is also a 
passionate advocate for children and young people 
in the child protection system.  
 
Jan exceeds the expectations of a foster carer 
through her incredible strength, persevering 
resilience and exemplary determination to continue 
supporting and nurturing all of the children in her 
care. 
 
Our Housing team were Highly Commended in the 
Excellence category. AnglicareSA Housing provides 
social and affordable housing, including refugee 
settlement services, with a particular focus on 

housing the most vulnerable and working together with those at potential risk of homelessness.  
With a portfolio of over 2200 properties, our properties provide security in tenancy and the 
opportunity to create communities where individuals are valued and supported. 
 

 
 
Pictured above are Head of Housing Operations, Ben Moore and General Manager, Housing & 
Homelessness, Michelle Gegenhuber. 
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Thread Together visits Flinders Uni 

One of our Thread Together mobile vans 
visited Flinders University recently, to support 
students doing it tough by providing them with 
free brand new clothing.  

The visit was set up through the Wellbeing / 
Counselling team on campus, and a referral 
process was set-up for students experiencing 
hardship and social exclusion the opportunity 
to access the van on the day.  

The students were able to kit themselves out in 
some new clothing of their choosing, and 
feedback for the service was nothing but 
positive. Some of the comments included:  

"So grateful, the recipient hasn't been able to 
purchase clothing for couple of years… too 
embarrassed by her old bra to seek medical 
care" 
 
"The staff were so friendly and encouraging, 
just because we're students doesn't mean we 

can't look great too!" 

 
"Great for students who are struggling to buy food, let alone new clothes". 
 
"Great concept to combine fashion and charity!"  

"For me, this is necessary".  

Given the overwhelming need and success of the visit, the Thread Together team are now looking 
at continuing this partnership and have the van visit the campus four times a year.  

Pictured above: students Jinawen and Amalia  
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Elizabeth Grove students' art wins award 
 
Elizabeth Grove Primary School students have taken home a SALA Festival school award for their 
interactive installation, Square-eyed. The school has won $1000 and the honour of its installation 
being named the Credit Union SA School Award, Runner-Up Primary School Exhibition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Squared-eyed, funded by the City of Playford and 
Anglicare SA’s Communities for Children, saw more 
than 4500 interactions throughout August. 

The installation was made up of 26 large-scale cubes 
painted and activated by sound on what the 
students loved about their community. 

Student Jake Sawyer (pictured left with fellow 
student Shayla Coombs) said his class was beyond 
excited to work on the project and accept the 
award. 

“This is the first time we have been involved in SALA 
and I can tell you I really enjoyed being and artist,” 
Jake said. 

“Thank you for giving myself and other students the 
opportunity to express ourselves and celebrate the great things about our community.” 

Following this success, Square-eyed is set to be showcased as part of the Read Aloud Open Day at 
Parafield Airport in late October and again at the 2019 DreamBIG Festival at the Adelaide Festival 
Centre. 
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Elizabeth Grove is of course the location of our Better Places Stronger Communities program, 
providing tenancy support and community development to 302 households. 
 

Footys for new families  

Adelaide Football Club (AFC) teamed up with AnglicareSA recently to provide 50 new footballs to 
families of different cultures who have recently arrived in South Australia.  

The donation, part of the Club's multicultural programs, is intended to help make the transition to 
Australian life easier for the families.  

As Crows Multicultural Liaison Officer Cecile Saidi explains, football is a core part of Australian 
culture but for a large number of the growing multicultural communities in SA it is relatively 
unknown.  

"For many new refugees, immigrants and other new arrivals, making the transition to an 
Australian lifestyle can be a tough process and fitting in is often one of the hardest parts of their 
move.  

"Australian Rules football can provide a great platform for people to make community connections 
and new friends."  

The footballs were distributed through AnglicareSA's Settlement Services program, which provides 
on-arrival welcome and accommodation services to people who have recently arrived in South 
Australia.  

 
 
AFC's Multicultural Liaison Officer Cecile Saidi meets with new arrivals from Myanmar, Zun Lai, Tin 
Ngoi and their children 
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Community comes together for working bee 
 
Last month the Better Places Stronger Communities team was supported by the community to 
finalise the Place Making activities at The Elizabeth Grove Shops. 

In the week leading up to the Working Bee the Playford Men’s Shed supported by the projects 
group installed three bench seats, Free Grow Cart and chess table and stalls. Urban Visons 
prepared the holes for the trees, removed old trees and hedged the overgrown plants along the 
fence line. 

The City of Playford donated their line marking team for half a day to mark a disabled car park and 
the two directional arrows to help people find their way through the car park appropriately. 

 

The Working Bee day was a huge success with approximately 20 community members rolling up 
their sleeves to help improve the look of their local shops. 

They planted seven trees and mulched all of the garden beds. The cob webs were removed and 
shops dusted and painted, the fence was cleaned and painted and a few young people painted 
hopscotch in front of the Mural. They also lined marked the two ends of the car park using a 
template made by the Playford Men’s Shed. 

The Grow Cart was filled and community have been bringing new items on a daily basis and 
swapping them for others. It’s great to be a part of Free Grow Cart movement bringing more 
people to the shops for positive interactions. 

The feedback has been incredible with all of the shops owners receiving positive comments about 
the obvious changes. 

Some community members from AnglicareSA units that back onto the shops have taken it upon 
themselves to clean up the back area of the shops, clearing a large amount of rubbish and leaf litre 
and clearing the drains in the area.  

Thanks to all that were involved; The Grove Shops now look clean, fresh, and inviting. Increasing 
community pride and demonstrating if we try things they might just work! 

https://anglicaresa.com.au/housing/better-places-stronger-communities/
http://www.playford.sa.gov.au/mensprograms
https://www.playford.sa.gov.au/page.aspx
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Anglican Community Expo in the Outer Southern areas 
 
AnglicareSA services and programs in the Outer Southern Hub and elsewhere were showcased at 
an Anglican Community Expo held recently at Seaford in the Diocese of The Murray. 
 
The purpose of the expo was to inform the community about the presence and mission of the 
Anglican Church in the Southern Suburbs and Western Fleurieu areas. 
 
Held at the Seaford Christian Churches Centre (involving five Christian churches) this was a great 
opportunity to learn from each other through our Anglican Church connections. 
 
Included in the many conversations were people providing support for homeless people and 
people growing food in community gardens to offer to people on low incomes. 
 
The AnglicareSA Photographic Posters were on display and were well received in the way they 
seek to link the work of AnglicareSA with the wider ministry of the church. 
 

 
 
Pictured above: Anglicarers Carolynn Dempsey (SRF Under 65 and Mental Health Respite), Carol 
Cornwall (Employee Support Chaplain South) Jill Rivers and Peter Burke (Mission and Anglican 
Community Engagement), Jess Kennedy, Michelle Hermon and Dee Salunkhe (Foster Care). 
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Grange Show Day 
 
Our Grange Residential Aged Care home put on their very first  Show Day for residents last month. 
 
They had a petting zoo, side show games, biscuit making, art exhibition, face painting, sausage 
sizzle and Devonshire tea. 
 
The day was a huge success with 78 residents attending. We also had many families, staff and 
volunteers come and join in the fun. 
 
It was beautiful to see the residents proudly show their families the projects they had been 
working on. 
 
The animal farm was the crowd favourite – especially for Dorothy Walters who had 4 bunny 
rabbits on her at once! 
 
The Grange team can’t wait to hold the event again next year. 

Residents Joyce, Annie and Anna 
 

 

 
Until next month, 

 
The Reverend Peter Sandeman  
Chief Executive Officer 
AnglicareSA 


