
Churches lead call 
for recognition 

JOINING FORCES: Church leaders Rev Peter Sandeman of Anglicare SA, Rev Andy Hogarth of the Uniting Church, and Prof Michael 
Sostaric of Aboriginal Catholic Ministry with Kaylene O'Brien from Project Recognise. 	 Picture: GREG HIGGS 

SOUTH Australian church 
leaders have joined with thou-
sands of people trekking across 
the nation to raise awareness 
for recognising Indigenous 
people in the Constitution. 

The journey to Recognition 
walk - which aims to build 
momentum towards and public 
support for a national refer-
endum to recognise Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ple in the Constitution - ar-
rived in Adelaide yesterday. 

Walkers had already trav-
elled more than 700km from 
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Melbourne, where the walk 
kicked off on ANZAC Day. 

A series of events was held 
in Adelaide over the weekend 
to welcome the campaigners, 
including an ecumenical ser-
vice at St Peter's Cathedral. 

Church leaders, including 

Anglicare SA chief executive 
the Reverend Peter Sandeman, 
wanted to put their weight 
behind the movement. 

Others included Dean of St 
Peter's Cathedral the Very Rev-
erend Frank Nelson, Uniting 
Church Senior Minister the 
Reverend Andy Hogarth and 
the Aboriginal Catholic Minis-
try's Michael Sostaric. 

The Rev Sandeman said ref-
erendums were rarely success-
ful, so in order for this one to 
be there had to be numerous 
groups behind it. 

He said the movement was 
about bringing on change so 
states could not "legislate on 
the basis of race". 

"If we can get the wording 
agreed, then with the good will 
of the Liberal, National and 
Labor parties, we should be 
able to put a referendum to 
Australian people at the next 
electidn (after this year's elec-
tion)," he said. 

"It'll need a good two years 
or so to build momentum ... 
and build understanding that 
this is long overdue." 

Adam Hills still calls 
Adelaide home. 
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NIGHTCLUB PILLS 

Drug charges laid 
POLICE have charged a man with drug 
trafficking over the discovery of 64 ec-
stasy pills at a city nightclub early 
yesterday. 

A patrol responded to the nightclub 
about lam after a report security guards 
had found a man in possession of the pills. 

A Thebarton man, 21, was charged with 
trafficking a controlled substance and 
bailed to appear in court at a later date. 

MAN ARRESTED 

Child lure charge 
A SOUTHERN suburbs man has been 
charged with communicating with a child 
to try and lure them for sex. 

Detectives arrested a 43-year-old man 
on Saturday and charged him with com-
municating with a child to make them 
amenable to sexual activity. The offences 
allegedly occurred in 2011. 

He was bailed to appear at Christies 
Beach Magistrates Court on August 6. 
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Active, 
outdoor 
nation 
a myth 
LISA POWER 

THE traditional Austra-
lian childhood of back-
yard games and family 
barbecues is fast becom-
ing the great Australian 
myth. 

Screen time, long work 
hours and shrinking 
garden sizes are driving 
an outdoor nation in-
doors, new research by 
Planet Ark/Toyota has 
found. 

More than 80 per cent 
believe a home with a 
large garden is the ideal 
environment for children 
to grow up but just 54 per 
cent of families with chil-
dren under 16 now live 
this way, the study found. 

Only two in five had 
shared a barbecue with 
family and friends in the 
last month and just 37 per 
cent had played casual 
games like cricket in a 
backyard or a park. 

The research, conduc-
ted for National Tree 
Day, found families living 
in units spend only 3.5 
hours a week on outdoor 
activities. 

Those with large back-
yards devote 5.1 hours to 
outdoor recreational 
activities. 

And 27 per cent of chil-
dren admitted they had 
never climbed a tree. 

"We have this percep-
tion of ourselves as this 
outdoor nation but the 
evidence would suggest 
this is happening less and 
less," Planet Ark spokes-
woman Rebecca Gilling 
said. 

"We are the fifth lowest 
in the OECD for the 
amount of time we spend 
on leisure activities." 

An active childhood 
has been swapped for 
screen time, with seven 
hours of children's time 
devoted to television or 
computer time for each 
hour of outside recre-
ation, the Missing Trees 
study found. 

Facebook 
rethinks 
ad policy 
SOCIAL network giant 
Facebook has been 
shamed into removing 
ads for high-priced cli-
ents such as Nissan from 
web pages featuring 
graphic sex and violence. 

It faced a walkout by 
major clients disgusted at 
being featured alongside 
grisly photos and mottos 
that encouraged rape, 
abuse and violence 
against women. 

Facebook said that 
from today it would ex-
pand its definition of 
pages and groups that are 
too controversial to carry 
advertisements. 

The social network 
says it tries not to inter-
fere with what its LI 
billion monthly users 
post but is increasingly 
under pressure to pro-
vide space for lucrative 
advertisements. 

In May, Facebook Inc 
lost advertisers after the 
group Women, Action 
and the Media urged a 
boycott to protest against 
hate speech on the site. 

Consumers 
clueless on 
card rates 
NEARLY half of Austra-
lians don't know or aren't 
sure of the interest rate 
that applies when they 
use their credit card. 

A survey by the con-
sumer group Choice has 
found credit cards are 
deliberately confusing 
products, designed to dis-
tract consumers from 
very high interest rates. 

"As a nation, we're pay-
ing interest on more than 
$36 billion of credit card 
debt, yet almost half of us 
are uncertain what it 
costs us," the chief execu-
tive of Choice, said Alan 
Kirkland, said. 

As the Reserve Bank 
board prepares to meet 
tomorrow, the Choice 
study fmds the gap be-
tween the Reserve Bank's 
cash rate and the average 
credit card interest rate 
has widened by 176 basis 
points over the past two 
years. The difference 
would have meant a $630 
million windfall for the 
banks in this year alone. 
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